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LATEST FROM THE SEAT OF WAR.

Paris, Novexser 16, 1854.
The siege of Sebastopol continues of course to b
the object of still increasing interest here, in Fn- ;.
land, and indeed throughout all Europe. I &0 ng
you on Monday last the despateh of Gen. QA:-‘ RO-
" BeRr, dated from his camp before the city, Gth No-
vember, giving account of the formidable a ctack
made by the Russians on the day before, .{Lnd of its
gallant repulse by the Allied forces. Since then
we have received the Russian despatch of the same
date from Prince MENSoRIKOFF, of which the ab-
sence was remarked as an nnfavmwi;le ;111;:1 liccht}m
Russians, and the English despatck of Lord RAG-
LAN, communicated ’g;'&ﬂt_he Britich Ambassador
at Paris, and published in the Moniteur of this
morning. We are anxiousiy expecting the partice-
1ars of this important sction. It wss s bloody wud terri-
ble affeir, gallantly ontested on all gides there can be mo
doubt. The glery must be pretty equally divided; and
#0 it seems, nccording to the best opinion that can be
formed by putting together the despatches of the three
generals and making due allowences, must the 'ndwn—
tages also. We bave, on the eme side, the Russian at-
tack, with outnumbering ferces, definitively and most
gallantly repelled, with o vigor and impetuesity that car-
Tied » pursuing French division up, it seems, to the'wry
-walls of the beleaguered city. It is probably en incident
of that kind only that the Russian general has faverably
interpreted into an attempt ts carry Sebastopol by storm.
The Russians admit * consifierable losa.,” The Alliesre-
port it to ¥eve Heen immense ; Gen. Cavnonsnr hed even
estimated it &t 10,000 men. We all remember, however,
the exaggerated estimate of the Russien loss made by the
Allies on the mortow of ‘the battle of the Almg. All,
even among the Allies themselves, now admit that the
actual Russien loss upon that occasion was about half
what the Allies had supposed. Assuming, then, that the
Russian loss on the 5th instant was really 5,000, the ac-
tion of that day may well be styled s most sanguinary
affair. On the other side, far from considering it & dis-
astrous défent for the Eussians, may it not be fairly as.
sumed that the latter have really accomplished much that
they intended and hoped to accomplish by the attack of
the 5th? To justify the assertion that it was a defeat
for them it must be established thatthey expected to rout
the Alliec completely and drive them from before Sebas-
topol. - If it was only, as we have every reason to believe,
a more serious and general and vigorous attempt than bad
yet been made to embarrass the siege operations of the
Allies, inflict loss upon them, and compel them, by the
gradual exhrustion of their means, diminution of forces,
and desteuction of materiel, either to raise the siege or
precipitate an asesult before their artillery had sufficient-
-1y prepared the way fora definitive storming of the place,
then I apprehend we cannot in justice refuse to the Rus-
sians an important share in the succesees of the day.
Partioulsrs are wanting as to other damage of materiel
sustained by the Allies; but we know that several batte-
ries, both of the French and English besieging forces,
were momentarily in possession of the Russians, and that
their cannons were spiked. Neither the French or Eng-
Tish gencrals venture an estimate in numbers of their own
losses in killed and wounded; though we, who are no
eoldiers and koow nothing of tactics, would naturally sup-
pose that the day after the battle they might have ot
least as ample and relinble information relative to their
<own loeses as to those of the enemy. If any thing like a
reasonable proportion exists between the numbers of kill-
ed and wounded on both sides, the loss of the Allies must
Thave been, as their generals admit, “consideralle;’ thus
realizing one of the ohjects of the Russian attack. We
have, I believe, in the report of Lord Bacrax the nmames
-of no less than five general officers wounded among the
British troops alone. In a spirit of fairness towards both
parties, let us not admit, with the Russian general, that
the French have been repulsed in an attempt to storm
Sebastopol. They gallantly pursued the retreating ene-
my to the very walls of the city, and then returned as
they had intended to their camp, suffering severely doubt-
less as they retired from the fire of the Russians. Nor,
on the other hand, let us admit with the Allies thut the
Russians heve suffered a disastrous defeat. They effect-
ed, toa considerable extent, what they proposed to effect
by the attack of the Oth instant on the entrenchments of
the Allies. They paid heavily doubtless for the advaa-
tages gained. Dut what if it should turn out, as well it
may, that the Russian generals can afford to pay that
price? And that they would be willing to and mean to
purchase three or four more just such deys at the same
price? This may well be the case; for by all accounts,
from the reports of the Allied generals themselves, it is
not men any more than cannons and munitions of all sorts
that are wanting to the Russian forces in the Crimea;
and Prince Munscmikorr is perhaps less serupulous in
the expense of humun life for the accomplishment of his
ends than the more civilized Allied generals would be un-
der similar circumstances. In fine, this affair of the 5th
is the third sanguinary battle that has been fought in the
Crimes gince the landing of the expedition. Call it, if
you please, the third victory that has been gained by the
Allies. I grant, indeed, that it is three victories, in which
French and British arms have gained bloody honors and
shown themselves in all respects worthy of their old re-
nown ; but I only say, glorious as these combats are for
the arms of the Allies, three or four more such victories
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the protection of their
Montmedy, and

are near the Rbine, on the east-
sro frontier of France, It is rumered also that the two
hundred snd ffty millions lately raised in this cour,.
try by losn are already uearly exhausted, and We “are
in daily expectation of the snmouncement of 7,ome
other great financial coup by which the devourir.g exi-
gencies of the war may be met. Another enci,uraging
report is that another hundred thousand men ar & prompt-
Iy to be called out in order to satisly suother of the de-
vouring propensities of the war. It is cuiculuted that
sinee the landing in the Crimea, this day tvvo months age,
the Allies bave lost by disense and the sword not fewer
thdu twenty thousand men, whose bones now lie bleach-
ing in the East. Twe hundred kuman hecatombs sncri-
giced to the god of war by France and England in two
short menths! Add to that st least two hundred more,
fallen ia the Russisn ranks vietims on the same altar.
And seme balf dozen men could be named who are
responsible for all this. But public indignation does uot
pursue them. On the contrary, it is great, patriotie, ad-
mirable, glorious! Forty thousand human lives lost in
two months by the deliberate selfish act of some half do-
zen men! And they are deemed heroes, while the same
world pursues with execration s score of puor wretches
who, by reckless imprudence or by a cowardly abandon-
meut of duty, ia cbedience to the instivet of self preser-
vation, have probably cauked the deuth of o few scores!
Beautiful consistency! Well, the world that is guilty of
it should not expect to be better treated.

England and France are pouring toward the East regi-
ment after regiment of men to fill thewvids so rapidly
made in the ranks of their respective corps. The steam-
ers Indiana and Europa have been taken temporarily from
the New York and Liverpool and Havre lines to serve ss
transports. All the disposable ships of the late Baltic
fleets and th& Nrst hips in the Black Sea that cannot be
usefully employed for belligerent purposes in the East are
diverted to the object. Thirty thousand is now the num-
ber gaid to be about to be forwarded from France snd ten
thousand from England. Active operations are antici-
pated in the Crimea throughout the whole of the comiig
winter—to carry on the siege of Sebastopol if it proves
able to hold out; to compleie the conquest of the Crimea
if Sebastopol should fall,

From the Danube we have most conflicting accounts.
Some represent Oxea Pacua as about to creste o diver-
sion in favor of the Allies in the Crimea by the invasion
of the Russian provines of Bessarabia; others say that,
ot the instavce of Austris, who would be moet unwilling
to ses the lower Danube become again the scene of active
warlike operations, Omer Pacha has entirely abandoned
the idea of offensive operations in that quarter, and means
gven to transport o part of his army to the Crimes to act
against the Russians there. Itis indecd most probably
one of the conditions of the Austrian occupation of the
provinces that they shall not be made the theatre of con-
fliet between Rtussian and Turkish troops. Such conflict
would be likely to bring about forcibly contingencies that
would make the active interposition of the Austrian troops
pecessary. This necessity Austria would by all mesus
avoid,

SIEGE OPELATIONS BEFORE SEBASTOPOL.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LONDON HERALD,

Ogroser 20.—In my despatch, written yesterday, I ex-
patiated on the fineness of the weather, little thinking
what a woful change was impending over us. The even-
ing was splendid up to seven o’clock, when, in the course
of half an hour, the sky became, overcast, with driving
showers of hail, which hit with the foree of small shot.
To add to the discomforts of the evening the enemy be-
gan to make or pretended to begin to make a sortie at
ten ; every battery along the whole line, from the Flag-
staff Mound to the circular earthwork, suddenly opened
fire. Upwards of & hundred guns were fired incessantly,
scattering shell nnd red-hot shot in ail directions. Ex-
pecting an immediste attack, all the troops were got under
arms in o few winutes, and moved up to the brow of the
hills which overlook the town. Here they remained un-
der arms for nearly two houre, and two hours of such dis-
eomfort and misery I never endured. The night was in-
tensely dark, and the wind, which now amounted to &
perfect hurricane, swept over the bleak hills with o force
and coldness which penetrated to the very bones, and
with a long sullen moan which drowned all sounds save
those produced by the enemy's gune, The hail and half
frozen rain, too, which were driven ngainst our faces with
the fierce gusts, made it almost unendurable. Yet here
all pur troops stood, drenched to the skin and numbed
with cold, watehing with perfect indifference the tre-
mendous cannonade which swept along the enemy's de-
fences. Whatever was the cause which led to this extra-
ordinary waste of powder I do not know. I suppose, as
the wind came from them to us, the Russians imagined we
should take advantage of this circumstance to attack their
works, and therefore resorted to the cannonade as a for-
cible proof of their being on the alert, or it may have
been intended as an attempt to harass us, If go, it was
guite successful, for cur men were thoronghly tired out
when they returned to their tents. The night which fol-
lowed this unpleasing diversion was certainly one of the
most miserable of the many miscrable nights which we
have spent in the Crimea. The strength of the wind
swept under the canvass wall of the tents, carrying in
the hail and eleet and half freezing the unfortunate ce-
cupants, who were trying in vain to sleep away their
cares. Many of the tents were torn, and many more
were blown clean away. Towards one o'clock the eold
grew so intense that it was impossible to lie in the tents,
and nearly half the men got up and ran shout to keep
themselves from beink almost frozen. This weather gives
us u terrible foretaste of a Crimean autumn, and what we
may expect if the winter surprises us with the siege of
Bebastopol still uncompleted.

To-duy the fire of the Russiansg commenced early and
wos kept up sharply before our batteries returned sshot.
Orders were also received to-day that ench gun is only to

will prove the ruin of the expedition. Three or four | fire twenty rounds perdiem, or once every half hour. I

more such victories us either Alma, Balaklava, or the af-
fair of the 5th, and the Crimean expedition will, in its
ensemble, take place in history as a splendid and glorious
disaster for the Allics. I was not led away six weeks ago
by the almost universal belief in Europe that Schastopol
had fallen; nor sin¢e then have I shared in the doubts
and despoudency which, in view of the slownees of the
siege and of the dificulties of the enterprise just begin-
ning to be apprebended, were gradaslly seizing upon the
public mind. I heve all along believed that the almost
unbounded resources, the admirable skill, the indomit-
able energy and gallantry of the Allies would ultimately
prevail against the bulwarks of Sebastopol, despite the
utmost eflorts of Russian bravery, skill, and persever-
ance. Dut really the defivite real advantages, wfter now
mearly two months of active military opérations, seem, |
all things tuken iuto consideration, so mearly balanced,
the damage done by the operations of the Allies seems to
be so promptly repaired aud so efficiently repayed by the

suppose it is the shortness of ammunition which led to
this order, for it seems impossible to account for itin
any other way. For the lasttwo days we have been ex-
pecting the ammunition would fail, or atleast get scarce,

but no one seems to hiave imagined that the time was so

near. This order, of course, nearly eilenced our trenches,

which the enemy perceived and redoubled their cannon-
ade, Their fire to-day has been extremely hot from
nearly nll points. The Circular Battery has some eight
or ten guns dismounted, but about twenty continue in
constant play. A fresh battery has also been erected to
the left of this and higher up the valley. It seems to
mount twelve or fifteen very heavy and long-range guns.
Its five is principally direcied against the six 68-pounder
battery on our right. The Redoubt Battery continues in
full work, as docs also the Flagstaff Battery ngainst the
French. The latternow, T am glad to cay, not only hold
their ground, but are evidently proving too much for
their antagonists. The Flagstaff Mound has got sadly
mauled and nearly all its guns dismounted by the fire
of the Feench, but replaced again by the Hussians. The
stores of warlike materiel in Scbastopol appear inexhansti-
ble. The French are preparing a new breaching battery
within 180 yards of the Flagstaf Mound and 200 yards of

besieged, that iff more decisive intelligence does not very
speedily arrive from the East I shall feel impelled to the
conclusion that p gloricas hut disastrous defeat in the

Crimen is in reserve for the Allies, The Court itself here |

the strong stone wall which encireles all the south side
of the town menr the cemeteries. In addition to this
battery, which I expect will be opened in the course of a
day or i'.rcn. cur allies are preparing a covered way, with

is evidently not unaffected Ly these gloomy previsions. | @ view to mining the Flagstaff Mound, Our troops were

This seacon of the year, which is usually spent in ele- |

gant festivitics, which nesembles a gay and splendid Qourt,

matic Corps, Senators, Ministers, and all ligh cisil and
military functiouaries at Curapeigne, or Fontainebieau, or
other of the imperial palaces, is passing in 1854 nt Bt
Cloud in retirement, dulloess, nnd it is even whispered in
gloom. The invitations which had issued for the hunting
parties at Compeigne have Leea withdrawn; and if »
‘week is spent by the Emperor en familis at Fontainebleau
it is as much as is expected. It is rumored that the re-
hearsals of the 7% Deum composed in advance to celebrate
the capture of Sebastopol have ceased, nnd that several
theatres that were getting up * Sieges of Sebastopol,” with
wery expensive decorntions nud denowements, which, it is

1
and, in brillisnt succeseion, the members of the Diplo- | :;.1“'

to have advanced a battery within breaching distance of
the redoubt and redsn wall, but I am informed that the
L of the engineer's purvey states the whole of the
und in that locality to be mererock, It issaid, there-

| fore, that cur new Dattery isto be sbandoned on that
| side, and in licu of it a batiery of 68-pounders thrown up

| in the valley far to our right, =0 as to command the ar-
seual, shipping, and, in fact, ull the rear of the harber.

| The result of this day’s contest in no respect differs
{rom these preceding, except that we have lost fewer
men, and, as far as § have been able to ascertain, no offi-

{ eer either killed or wounded. The wind still continues,

with blinding showers of rain, and altogether the weather

is miserable and intensely cold. We are likely to have

such o night as last,

| Octoner 50.—Early this morning our new battery up
the valiey on our right opened fire. It only consists of
two long ﬁ.‘ﬁ-pc.um[ern, but is splandid], pme:j on the

now apprebended, might prove faulty in a historical point | south side of the valley, from which it fires right down

of view, have countermanded orders to artists and au-

thors, and are making the bLest face they can with their
old repertories, In the absence of amusements, however, |

this siege of Sebastopol is affording to many classes, from

the Emperor down, abundant occupation for body and | damage apparently. The sbells also seemed to dr

mind. The nation, if the enterprise does fail this year,
will make hercic efforts to retrieve matters next year, A

| into the arsenal, dock-yard, and shipping in the harbor.
| The fire from it to-day has principally shells and
rockets. The latter before eight o'clock’ set the sheds
nnd workhouses of the dock-yard on fire in two :Fm
One was soon extinguished, but the second di m:lﬁ
| terrible etfect full smong two or three small yessels and
| ¥wo line-of-battle ships® which were moored high 'ﬂlp the
| harbor and broadside on to its mouth, These vessels are

gro
all round our positicns offer formidable difficnlties to
earrying out any new works. ;

Sidbe the battle of Balaklava the enemy have remained
in their old position, about & mile from our lines. Twice
sinoe that day have they advanced in order of battle, ns
if to provoke au engagement ; but they friled in drawing
forth even a single cannon shotfrom our hatteries. Since
then they bave extended their line much to the left, soas
to oocupy part of the heights on the seacoast, about a
mile distant from the harbor of Balaklava. In this post
they have, as if dreading an attack, entrenched them-
selves with formidable earthworks, defended by heavy
batteries of srtillery. Along the whole extent of the
front and flanks of their position a deep fosse and bank
has been cut. This bank seems to be their chief resource;
for, though already very high, each day they labor at it
to make it yet bigher, It is evident the enemy dreads o
repetition of the affuir at Alma, and never seem to con-
sider their redoubts as affording them a safe refuge.
Last night the French piequet mede a gallant attack
upon the advanced post, where & large number of Rus-
ginn cavalry horses were picketed. Under cover of a
little eminence eightor ten of them contrived to get in
among the horses unobserved, and, immediately fulling
to work, cut the picketropesinall directions. So rapidly
and silently was this effected that the ropes which secured
upwards of three hundred were severed without the
least alarm being given. ldened by this sucocess,
the French endeavored to drivd off the animals, but the
Russinns instantly turned oyt and their skirmishers
commenced advancing, fiving yaguely in the dark. Of
gourse the horses scattered in all directions, and the
closer theenemy advanced the more rapidiy did they gal-
lop into the French and English lines. As they approached
the cantenments of the lnttes, the Russians, with mounted
piequets, made several effoits to turn them back; and
this and the confusion, the couse of which they
were of course uainted, turned out the camp of the
Allies, and n h vy -0f £hot and shell wao pouved up.
on the place from whenoe the noise procgeded. The eae-
my, being equally ignorant whether an attack was intend-
ed upon them or not, replied with a cannonade from all
their redoubts and batteries. The alarm then became
general, and spread far and wide, for both sides were
firing away in expeetation of s pight attack, After
& quarter of an hour's suspense, in which much gun-
powder was wasted on both sides, and no enemy appear-
ing, the fire gradually slackened, snd in a few minutes
cenged nltogether. The fruits of this bloodless engage-
ment remained with the Allies. Upwards of two hundred
and twenty-eight fine cavalry horses came into the camp
of the Lingiish, and three prisoners wero taken. The French
Quartermaster General, 1 am informed, with much genex-
osity, gave up sll clsim to the horses, which have aceord-
ingly been distributed smong the eavalry who were deci-
mnted at the battle of Balaklava, This supply has come
most opportunely, a3 the horses are remarkably fine and
#pirited snimals. Remounting our men with iresh Eng-
lish horses of course was out of the question,

All the npproaches to Bulaklavn occupied by thesAllies
have been streng:hened with additionsl eatrenchments
sinco the enemy came into the neighborhood. A deep
fosge and bank protects our whole front, and for two bun-
dred yards in front of this again are infantry pits closely
set nnd staked at the bottom.

Ou my return to camp this evening I found that the
fire from our two gun battery up the valley had told with
much effect upon the vessels moored at the end of the
harbor. - One steamer was completely crippled, and the
other vessels bad been compelled to slip their moorings
and warp out of range, taking up their position cluse to
the mouth of the hurbor, stern ou.

During the esrly part of this morning a flag of troee
was sent into Sebastopel to inquire ns to the fate of those
officers who were lefv behind near the Russian batteries
at Balaklava, An answer was returned that only thirty
men and two officers hnd survived. 1f this report is true
1 have not the least hesitation in saying that the Cossncks
must bave murdered in cold blood the unfortunate fel-
lows who were left upon the field, as I have been inform-
ed by cavalry offigers of the light brigade that when they
were compelled to retire thoy left behind upwards of two
hundred and fifty men and officers who were either only
dismounted or slight'y wounded. I am certain from all
Lhave heard from’ prisoners that very few of the Allies
who fall into the hends of the Russinns will meet with
quarter ; the Englich especinily, From all we can ascer-
tain their hotred to us appenrs unbounded.

Ocroper 31.—The weather hag changed for the worse
permanently. All ourarobn drivers and interpreters sy
that the winter here is fast setting in, and indeed it re-
quires no prophet to convince us of the fact. The wind
and cold daring the day may be avoided by exertion, but
it becomes unendurable in the night, when we lie on the
ground in our tents, and, shivering, think of the happy
times when we took off our clothes and went to bed under
a more stable covering than an ordnance umbrella, asthe
tents are called. But, seriously speaking, the change in
the weather during the last few days has shown to all
concerned the impurtence of bringing the present sirng-
gle to a speedy conclusion, In fact the cold and damp
has now become so intense that any sttempt to remain
under ennvass for another week will put half ¢f the Allies
in the hospital. * Yo gentiemen of England, who sit at
home,” &¢., enn have no idea of the positive suffering
which is entailed upon oll who, in this weather, live under
canvass and eleep in their clothes on the demp ground.
For the last three nights I have been compelled to rice
nearly every two hours and run about outside my tent
literally to keep myself from freezing, and on no ocea-
sion have [ thus hurried forth into the raw keen mogn-
light without finding hundreds of others similarly en-
gaged.  The actual cold one might contrive to keep out,
but the wind and dew penetrate through cvery thing.
Fortunately, in the midst of our distresses, we have a
near prospect of the termination of ourlabor. Sebastepol
must now fall (at least the south gide) in the course of
five or six days more. This assertion, which I leave to
time to prove, is by no means based upon the fire of our
batteries, but on the new positions which the French are
taking up. 1 have been over their lines to-day carefully.
As they are placed at present, they an overmatch for
the Flagstaff and other Russian batteries to which they
are opposed, and which they have alfeady half destroyed.
Butsince my last visit they have progmssed considerably in
their most advanced or breaching ery. Three cover-
cd woys, stretching from their first parallel, lead to their
advanced post, which is precisely |80 yards from the
Flagstaff battery and 203 from the wall of Sebastopol
itself. This battery is to mount eighteen guns ; five have
been placed already. Untill visited it I had no concep-
tion that auy work of tho kind could have been plac:d so
close to the ecnemy's guns and within a few yards of
their ekirmishers. Tcte French Had always a high
reputation as & besieging army, but the ability, cournge,
and perseverance with which they have planned and per-
feeted this battery ought to raise their reputation still
higher. They have taken advan of- every turn and
variation of the ground in such & manner as to complete
the battery withount the possibility of the enemy offering
any effectonl resistance. It is expected that in two days
more all the guns on the work will be placed, and most
probably on the following morning it will open fire.
Forty-eight hours' incessant battering doy and night will
suffice to destroy the greater part of the wall, and then,
and not till then, we sbnll storm. Under the parapet of
this battery is the mine of which 1have already spoken.
It is intended to proceed ina straight line under the
Flagstafl battery and part of the wall of the town. Iam
informed that the springing of this mine will be the signal
for the nssault. Certainly the breaching battery will
open fire before it is completed, in orderto distract the
attention of the enemy, who might otherwise easily dis-
cover and frustrate the pian. :
The two six-gun French batteries which were on our |
extreme left, close down to the shorn of the quarantine |
harbor, have been much advanced and cornpletely enfilade
the Russian defenceson thatside, They are so close on their
trenches that at s little distance they appear to be firing
in the very midst of the houses. MHardly a building of
any kind remains in the tswn which is not perforated with
shot in all parts. |

The firing during to-day has been considerably less on
the side of the Aliies, and also, I think, on the of
the enemy. The latter, however, still fire two shots to
our one. The ohject of our batteries now is merely to
engage the enemy's attention until the French are ready
with their mine snd breaching trench. When that is
done the game is in our own hands, 1f the Rossians were
better artillerymen they might certainly do us much mis-
chief, but not ten per cent. of their shots come near the
mark. Every one who has watched the of the
siege can sce a) o glange that their firing now is infinitely
worse thao it was at the commencement, when it certainly
was not to be trifled with. I presume the cnuse of this
is that mogt of their artillerymen have.been killed at the
trenches. Two Cireassian prisoners, who escaped from
Sebastopol into our lines this morning,” state that the
slaughter among the encmy hns been terrible. They also
nssert that there are’ abundant supplies of water on the
south side of the harbor, but that on the north the re-

verse is the case, and that Kirinkoff, who now eommands
in chief in the town, was endeavoring to this im-
gorunt defigiency by sending aver barrels of water daily.

4

going on ail th.rouih to-day without sny marked results
on either side. The French in working at their mine this
morning discovered a strong Russian mine within o few
feet of the pavapet of their breaching battery. 1t was
nearly twelve foet below the surface of the earth, in the
form of theletter T, und contained about 18 ewt. of pawder.
Of course the instant the discovery was made the French
made a counter mine and removed the powder. This
mine hus made our allies more csutious in their ap-
proaches, for it is evident the enemy is on the alert, and
seey the formidable ase to which the breaching battery
is about to be put, As yet we have not the least reason
to supposge that they suspect the existence of the French
mine. Of course these matlers are kept as secret as pos-
sible; but from all 1 hear there seems little doubt but
that the assault will take place at daybreak on Bunday, |
the 5ih, or at the same time on the following day ut
latest. The next mail will certainly convey decisive news.

A shot from our Crown Battery this evening exploded
a wagon load of powder which was entering the cnemy's
redonbt, near the redan wall. It must have done much
mischief, as & crowd of soldiers were standing close by it,
and who seemed to have been blown into the air! The
Russians bave by some means or other discovered the
time at which the reliefs for our covering parties and
r;ioquets enter the trenches, and their fire ot such periods

redoubled. ¢

Novemuer 2,—All the Allies were turned out under
arms at & little after three this morning, when the terrific
cannonnde from every trench and battery led us to ex-
peet an immediate sortie. I never, gince the 17th, when
the combined attack was made by sea and land, hesrd
such a tremendous roor of artillery as the Russians kept
up for shout twenty*minutes. After that their fire gra-
dually slackened, and by feur A. M. they were sll quiet
ngoin. The valy way of ncecunting for this terrific dis-
turbance is the supposition that the ememy henrd the
marching of the reliefs to our picquets and covering par-
tics, and, apprehending sn assault on their works, opened
fire, when of course the drums and trampets, which were
freely used to turn out the Allies, must for a time have
confirmed their suspicions. The enemy this time fired
grape and shrapeel, which unfortunately did some execn-
tion among our picquets, killing ten or twelve and
wounding between twenty and thirty. Of course, a8 the
cannonade became seriouns, the whole camp turned out;
the men got under arms and remained on the bleak hills
shivering with the cold and blinking with the flash of
guns, until the Ruegians chose to cense firing and allowed
us, to return to the indifferent shelter of our canvnss
lodgings.

These pight attacks, nlarms, or surprises are now mat-
ters of course. They have long ceased to he surprises ;
we should be more surprised it they did not oceur. In
faet they have ceased to be any thing except a fertile
source of blasphemics against enemies in goeneral and
Russians in particular. They are, beyond xil doubt, the
most disagreeable and harassing incidents of o siege.
For Inatance, after o laboriovs and exciting day—a day
of such futigue as renders rest even in o tent acoeptable—
you retire ia all the great coats you possess to lie upon
the ground. An hour or go gets you aver the feeling of
extreme numbness, which at first leads you to suppose
you have laid down in 8 brook by mistake, and then you
gradually drop off, not to sleep, but in a hazy state: of
existencd, congcious of cold and conseious of wanting
glumber; in fact, in that peculinr condition of vitality
whick in England justifies the immediate intervention of
the Reyal Humane Bociety., In this ambiguous state
four or five kours pass away, T mean in literal time, for
if you estimated the time by your own feelings you wonld
expect 1o wake gray and decrepid. It is past two o’clock,
*“the witching time of night” in the Crimes, when sud-
denly you feel a slight concussion in the carth, followed a
few seconds after by the deep boom of a gun, and then
there comes the roar of a shell, screaming through the
air, mearer, mearer, nearer, until it falls with a heavy
durp outside the line of tents. Here it fortunately re-
maing, and, after roaring for a moment like a locomotive
blowing off, explodes with loud bang, and the pieces go
hummiog through the air; then, with a prophetic sigh,
you guess what is to follow. Eight or ten more shells
drop sbout the same place, too far off to hit you, but
much too near to leave you perfectly unconcerned, and
then five or eix guns begin to go off at once and make
a ronr. 8till the camp is quiet, and the guardsman
says, ““All's well,” us if he wos at Kensington. The
onnunonade continues, and after one or two temporary
lulls Lreaks out into a regular storm, Shell pour over
the hill, and fall with a “dab” into the wet soil, and
you begin to see dimly the flashes of their explosions
thirough the canvass of your dwelling, which at that mo-~
ment you would so willingly exchonge for lodgings even
in Islington. Still the Allies make no sign of turning
out, though the camnonade gets hotter every moment,
In another minute, and you can plainly hear the sharp
quick report of a musket, followed quickly by another
end ancther, Then the cannonade censes, nnd the crack
of Minies spreads along our line of outposts. Still the
Allies are unaccountably quiet, and you begin to won-
der whether Lord Raglan intends them to be massacred
in their tents, and are just getting pecvich and publis.
epirited about it, when the rcll of drums in the distance
tells you that the French are beating to arms. At the
same time the signal, ** Guard, turn out,” is paseed along
owr lines, all the bugles begin to blow the ** ngsemble;”
there is a moment of confusion, in which oaths provail
most distinetly, and then ccmes a rattle and Loarse mur:
mur, snd you know that 10,000 men are under arms and
falling into their rauks. But all this while your *special
correspondent” has not moved, but, feeling for his re-
volver in his tent, is emphatically ** blessing” both Turks
and Russiang, snd hoping against hope that there will be
no cccasion for him to turn ont. During all this time
the fire of musketry has been increasing and coming
nearer. Our picquets are evidently retiring, and you be-
gin to think it is really a sortie after all. In the dark-
ness you hear the wun{ * forward” roared out to the dif-
ferent brigndes, and a peenliar jingle and clatter show
that the artillery are eadidiing and preparing for action.
With a sigh, you feel that you must go after all and
issue forth into the raw damp air and thick wet grass,
which wets you as effectually as if you forded a river.
The erackling of ‘musketry and little flashes on the hills
over Sebastepol soon tell which way to take; without
guch guides yon would assuredly lose your way. You
pass the batteries of artillery, at which an officer is curs-
ing vaguely about loss of time, and, eutting across the
camp, ascend the hills just ss you hear the guns he-
gin to rumble after. Our brigades are marching forward
fast up the hill, in line, with supports in open colomn.
No one is very urbane, though all yawn aud shiver amaz-
ingly. These you feel are the appropriste compliments
of the season, about the many returns of which, if
things go on in that style, you have serious doubts. Ar-
rived upon the hill, the state of affairs is seen at a glance.
The Rusdians have fired to ** try” ua, and their skirmishers
advaneed to see if we were on the alert. If we were not
they woall have spiked our guns; finding we are, they
retire cuntent with having turned us out and harpssed
us for nothing. As they fall back their batteries again
take 'up the fire at the brow of the and every one
¢ (Mevks” involuntarily as the hﬂ& go whistling over his
hend through the duinm. As The cannonnde increases
the regiments draw under the hill, and in the course of
half an hour or so the Russinne cense firing. Then the
troope—by this time thoroughly numbed with eold and
wet with dew—return within cantonments, having been
under arms about an hour. Within a minute after they
have piled arms the men sre stowed away in tents, and
the camp as quiet as If noenemy were in existence. What
I have now said may give your readers a geneval idoa of
the monner in which nearly every night is passed here.
Of thé discomforts a t upon such sleep-walking he-
roism they can form no ngtion.

During to-day the Russinns made & rather sharp ar-
tillery nttack upon the right of our position on the hills
at DBalaklava. Their foree has been inereased by about
10,000 men, so that there are now close upon 50,000 bi-
vouacking within two miles of our redoubts. They drew
out yesterday in force, and it seemed at one time as if
they were about to try the results of & general attack.
Five or six field pieces, which they have planted on the
hills, partly commanding the harbor cuiside Balaklava,
begna to fire down on our vessels, but the range was too
long, and all the ghot fell short. They then advanced
three or four batteries of field uﬁﬂcﬂ. and commenced
eanncnnding the advanced battery held by our marines,
which mounts thirty guns, two of them 8-inch and ten
82-pounders. Of course the hesvy fire and long range
of their gunas soon silenced the enemy’s srtillery, which
was withdrawn after ;nbout an hour’s contest.

Every hour we are in expectation of & grand attack on
this village. The loss of it would make a serious diver-
slon in favor of the garrison of Bebastopol, as we shonld not

ose all our stores and provisions, but the whole of
the rear of the Allies would be placed in n most oritical
position. Our commanders seem fully aware of this faot,
snd not o day without some new trench or redoubt
being thrown up on the hills in cur on and mount-
ed with artillery. All'the a; es by which the ene-
my could ndvance to storm o with and carth-

deal of d inj .n.upud mu(')“ h%:?
a eal of anuoyanoce and ip, our Urown -
ué‘;:d every minute a shell drops t into the centre of
the place. Our artillerymen and sailors have exhausted
&lllldrakill in efforts to dismount it, but in vain; no
gun of the enemy's has ever inflicted so much trouble on
our men. The greater part of those killed in the Crown
g,un:'ry Lave been destroyed by  the bursting of these
8.

The news from the French this morning is most en-
couraging. All of the remaining guns of the breaching
battery were placed last night, and it is said at daybreak
to-morrow morning it opens fire.  On the Gth there is no
doubt the mine will be sprung and the assault undertaken
the moment after. By the next mail your readers will
hear of the capture of the place; and they must also, I
fear, be prepared to hear of a large nmount of loss on the
part of the Allies. The fourth division, under Gen. Cath-
oart, it is said, will form the storming party; sod we
hear also that during the assaunlt the fleet will again attack
from the sea. All our engineers say that, with the fall
of the south side, the north in a few days will be utterly
untenable. I sincerely hope that these predictions may
prove true, as we certainly cannof remain any longer un-
der cunvess. Last might the thermometer stood at two
degrees velow freezing point, and the crust of frozen dew
is an inch thick on the outside of the tents.

1

THE SIEGE OF SEBASTOPOL.

Our letters and newspapers received last night
furnish but little additional intelligence respecting
thd recent operations at Sebastopol. It was ex-
pected in the French eamp on the 3d of November
that an assault would be made upon the town on
the 5th. Eight thousand Frenchmen offered them-
selves as volunteers, but only 4,000, under Prince
Napoleon, were selected. On the 4th the firing
was slack on both sides, Preparations were being
made for the assault, and scaling ladders had been
ordered up. -Apparently the assault was prevented
by Prince Menschikofi’s attacking the Allies on the
5th.  Of this sanguinary engagement we of course
have no details, We published the telegraphic re-
port of the Fronch General CANRoBERT on Tues-
day. 'We now add the telegraphic report of Lord
RAGLAN, the commander of the British forces, and
that of Prince MENSCHIKOFF, in command of
the Russians :

ENGLISH OFFICTIAL ACCOUNT.

% Canr, Noveuner 6.

¢ The enemy, with immense force, attacked yesterday,
in the dawn of morning, the right of the English position
before Sebastopol, which was defended by the second di-
vision and the brigade of Guards of the first light divi-
siom, the fourth division, and part of the third; and sub-
gequently by the division of Gen. Bosquet and other corps
of the French army, which, by their gallant conduct, con-
tributed essentially to the decided sucoess of the day.
Gen. Canrobert immediately came to the spot and gave
me the support of his assistance and of his exocellent
counsel. 'The battle was extremely obstinate, and it was
not till past noon that the enemy was definitely repulsed
and forced to retreat, leaving the field of battle covered
with his dead and severnl hundreds of prisosers. The
number of the enemy much exceeded that which was op-
poded tous at Alma, and the losses of the Russians have
been enormous. Our losses have also boen very great.
Gen. Bir George Brown, Mojor General Bentinek, Briga-
dier Generals Adams, Buller, and 'Torrens have been
wounded. The conduct of the troops, in the face of an
enemy so superior in numbers, has been excellent.
“RAGLAN."”

RUSSIAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT.
The following is a translation of Prince MExsouIROFF's
despatch, forwarded from St Petersburgh, via Berlin,
the 12th instant:
¢ The Prince Mensohikoff advises us from the Crimeas,
under date of the 6th November, that on the day previous
two vigorous sallies were made by the garrison of Sebas.
topol—one directed against the right flank of the enemy,
the other against the left of his werks of siege. The at-
tack upon the right flank resalted in the capture of one
of the enemy’s batteries and the spiking of its eannons.
The loss on both sidss was considerable. The attack on
the left flank of the enemy’s works resulted in the spiking
of fifteen of the enemy’s cannons. Immediately after o
French division, pursuing us as we retreated, attempted
?n afsm:lt upon the place, but was repulsed with great
08s.” y
FROM A RUBSIAN OFFICIAL LETITER.

The arrival of the Grand Dukes produced such ‘enthu-
siasm in the ranks of the army that the General thought
it well to turn it to account. Consequently, on the Hth,
the garrison of Bebastopol made two sorties : the firet 4t
1 o’clock in the afternoon against the English camp ; the
second at 2 o'clock against the French position. The
affair with the English was of the most desperate kind,
and it is said that the Russians susceeded in spiking their
guns. On the side of the French fifteen guns were also
spiked by the Russians, who mustered three battalions.
After the execution of this bold sttempt those battalions
rotingd in all haste, when o French division (that of Gen.
Forey) pursued them with much vigor. Carried away
by its ardor, the division arrived undexr the very walls of
the place. It was, however, received with a most mur-
derous fire. In o momgnt the Russians dashed against
this division, which m to fall back before a superior
force. Nevertheless, Gieneral Liprandi, who had per-
ceived the movement of the French, believing that a gen-
eral nttack was made hy the Allies, at once detached a
part of the force of his corps agrinst the English for the
Eu'pou of effecting o diversion. Prince Menschikoff, on

is side, surprised by this :sgrnslon of Gen. Liprandi,
who had acted without his orders, detached to his aid all
the cavalry he could command. There then ocourred a
most sanguinary and obstinate struggle on both sides,
which was prolonged till nightfall. Prince Menschikoff
admits in his report a loss of four thousand killed and
wounded, and he ndds that the loss of the Allies was at
least equal. Auordinﬂg‘];n his report 22,000 Russians
were engaged in this affair. Menschikoff announces that
he is about to concentrate all his forces now at Bakshi-
serai, Simpheropol, and other places, and he expresses
his hopes of decisive sucoess. He says the Allies are
reduced to 60,000 men, notwithstanding the partial rein-
forcements they have received.

BURNING OF THE RUSSIAN HOSPITAL.

An’pgourrence of the most horrible nature has taken
place. The great hospital in Sebastopol was set on fire
by the shells of the Allies, and was burnt to the ground,
with all its inmates—{wo thousand sick and wounded. This
frightful circumstance ig passed over as quietly as -
ble in the English and Freuch papers, but it demands the
most poiuted attention. It may be remembered that we
published an English story to the effect that Menschikoff
hoisted the hospital flag over o magazine, which the Eng-
lish directed their fire upon and blew up. We fearthe
building thus fired on wns really the hospital.

LATEST BY TELEGRAPH.

Lowpow, Novansur 18, —Lieut. Gen, Bir Geo. Cath-
cart, Brig Gen. Strangeway, and Brig. Gen. Guldic were
killed in action on the 5th, This news has been received
by the Duke of Newdastle, and is official.

A mass of telegraphio despatches bas been received
during the night. The dates from the Crimea are to the
3d and 4th,

The Duke of Cambridge had a horse killed under him.
The English had 2,000 killed aud wounded. The loss of
the French is not nopurntely known, The Russian lossis
between 7,000 and 8,000

Prince Napoleon has arrived st Constantineple, sick.
He is suffering from diarrhea.

The attack on the 5th was made by 40,000 of the ene-
my. The redoubts were taken and retaken. J‘Tho French
lost 1,600 killed and wounded. Gon. Brown's arm has
been smputsted. The Russians had left the heights of
Balaklava, reinforcements.  The Allica

are continually reinforoed. %m-mmn have pr-
rived at Batoum to convey 4,000 troops to the Cri
Letters from o of the Gth state that 5,000
French troops had gailed from the latter place for the
Crimea with a

¢ [ Pied by the Bussisns. The belligerents may

fore the walls. Tt is only said that the Allies
| their position on the left bank of the Tches
‘| 88 might be expected, seeing that the right bank is

ensily keep their several positions for the present,
‘What we bave to deplore is the steady drain, by
tinued sickness and now and then s victory. = The
pect is sufliciently serious, but there is no imm
cause for anxiety. All the letters from the army
the feelings of perfect confidence and composure
the present state of affairs, but some little solicituf
to the future. f :
Reinforcements are wanted even for present
Every man in the army is overworked. Officers o
highest runk are dying, not only by the usual casu
of war and by exposure to cold, but by sheer hard
Nono of the proper proportions are maintained. T}
sieging army is not in the proper proportion to tk
sieged ; the number of artilletymen is not in prope
portion to the guns; the men in camp are not in y
proportion to those in the trenches; the hours of re
not in proportion to the hours of work. Every th
stretched. The army is extending itself, as it wep,
dimensions not its own. Such a violation of the la
strength and health is sure to revenge itself.
What the supply should be has been already fixe
time when the difficulties of the siege and the numif
the forces Russia could bring upon us from withoutle
certainly not over-estimated. We started with the
of 80,000 as our contribution, and it wns distinet]
plained by all military suthorities that an army reqi
recruiting to the extent of o third of its number
year.  Now, at tho last date the whole effective fo
the British army was nd more than 15,700; g6 ¢
bring it up to 80,000 we should have to send ati
14,300. But the instant the new troops breathed thew
atmosphere, glept on the ground, and exposed them:
to the fire of the enemy they would become smeny
the same law of waste as the army they went out
inforce, and there would still be a necessity forpe
troops. All that is wanted at present is to keep uhe
force in the field to the amouxt of 80,000, !
Wholly excluded from the sea, the Russians caob ™
support & large army in the Crimen; not st least ine
pregent state of its communication and supplies. Bl'!d
we happily succeed in taking Sebastopol their turgill

come, and they will bave to besiege us without ew;:
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power of approaching their own shores. Oceupyin
eibly our own deserted camp, they will have to drapll
ir supplics either from the remote parts of the Crdn,
‘from the interior of Russia, throogh the Isthmiof
Perckop. We shall see how long that state of :hingq'm |
endure. If it lasts long it will be & mew chapter ithe |
history of the war, |
The extraordinary cheracter of the dificulties atad-
ing our present operations before Sebastopol is hot lely
to be fully apprecinted without some insight into thaa=
ture of sicge undertakings in general. In the prent
age it is received asa maxim by military engineershat |
the means of attack are superior to the means of defice, i
or, in other words, that if any fortified place, howver
strong, is sttacked according to rule by n proper fon of Y
men and guns, it must inevitably fall within a celain
time, unless preserved by some rare and singular sdsne |
tage. Now, as the Allied armies were dizembarkd em s
the shores of the Crimea in strength sufiicient to coquer
the enemy in a pitched battle, and as they have no) for |
some weeks been besieging Sebastopol with a most {nlr-», 4
erful force of artillery, directed by some of the besens |
gineers in the world, it may be asked what circumstmces. |
have retarded their success, or why the place was not |
sooner taken? To this iaquiry we subjoin au exphna=v
tory reply. * % % & B
Sebastepol is not invested. The peculiur poeitiin of
the town, combined with thelimited strength of the Alied ||
armies, rendered itimposgible to surround the place sons to i
cut off its communication with the interior, und the sorth - |
side is left completely open, The consequence istluft’
there has been no limitation of resources on the partof |
the besieged ; on the contrary, it is rather the besi Al
army whieh has stood in this predicament, for, w &
the Allied forces have been gradually diminished by the
casualties incidental to their operations, the garrison hag |
received repeated accessions of strength from wimﬂ*
Provisions, too, and munitions of war may have bees fms
ported with equal facility, though so extraordinary, in
this respect, were the resources of Sebastopol itself thaf |
few additions could have been required. ‘ e
The Russians at Sebastopol are by no meansin te po~ |
sition of & garrison inferior in numbers to the at
force, but relying upon the protection of nrﬁﬂum :
fences, against which the besiegers advance. They are
encamped to the south of the town in very strog em-
trenchments, which are armed, as Lord Ralan'sl
despateh observes, ** with an apparently uulimited nynber |
of heavy guns, amply providedwith gunners and dhmu. |
nition.” They have raised batteries agsinst our jatt
ries and earthworks against our enrthworks; the res
turn shot for shot, and so far were we from estabiihing |
ar advantage in this respect that on the second dy of |
the cannonade their fire was superior to our own. [heir
front of defence, instead of représentinga confined pace,
exposed to all the concentrated' fire of the attack, s a8~
tually, as Lord Raglan describes it, ‘“more extexded™
than our own, and they, Ahe besieged force, are tjus im
the posseesion of the advantages ordinuarily enjopd by |
the besiegers. R
In point of fact there wounld really be little e
tion in saying that one of the armies in (he Crimesis ag
effectually *‘besieged’” ns the other. Both have theis|
communications open, the Russians by land and tle Al
lies by sea ; both have their strong positions, thd Ruse
siang before Sebastopol, the Allies on tle heights ¢ Bas
Inklave ; and, sofar ns operations have hitherto priceed.
ed, it would be hard to say which party seemed to he the,
assailants and which the defenders. We are botering
the works of the Russians, but they are also baterd g
ours, and whereas we have mot yet regularly askulted
their lines, they bave attacked ours in such force aa
ocoasion most ssnguinary conflicts. Tho enterpdse, in
short, is not a siege, but a campaign. We have «fecte
a lodgment on Russian territory, and we are encruntem
ing the nrmies which the Kussinns bring successivel
sgainst us, One army, representing the garrison of 8g
bastopol, is encamped under its walls behind earthworky
like our own, and is stropger than we are in arillery)
another is pested on our flank or rear, and has nade |
lenst one attempt on our position. i
Fortunately, aithough we want many of the advant
of besiegers, we sre not without some of the advan
of the opposite kind ; for such is the strength of our p¢
sition in this angle of the Russian territory that we
enabled to repulse. the attacks of an enemy numerioall
saperior to ourselves. So far, therefore, although the o
taal siege of Scbastopol may bave advanced but slowl]
the events of the campaign are favorable to us. Asb
siegers we have been retarded in our progress by the noj
investment of the town, by the entrenchments thrown ¥
before its walls, by the constant reinforcementa reces
by the garrison, and by the presence of & strong
ing aravy in the field. But we have maintained our for
ing on Russian greund; we have beaten the Ru
thoroughly whenever they have attacked us ; we have
rendy half ruined the fleets and arsenals which gave.
bastopol its importance; and we have fairly establish
our superiority in all respeots but that of numbe
What remains, therefore, but to approximate, as we
do, to an equality with our antagonists in this resp
also, and to dispatoh those reinforcements which our 1
torious though overtasked army requires? This
the sdvantages as well as the honors of the campaign 1

)

|

his seems as if the enemy had alread all
thoughts of hel‘? able to hold the mlh’iml‘pm

favorable wind.
The Tnyhihnmﬂ' Abadischi had foundered, with
concentrating and

mew military camp is being formed near Lyons. There | piighiy protected by the land, yet not go much so but the Turkish Adumira g W A e g : belong, we may confidently hope, to the Allied Powers)

is also talk of another about to be formed at Metz. This | B s Ve, & putiay, Sha

that this battery can destroy them unless they slip their thelr energies for the defence of the on one side of which in Fia ALY _
will be a practieal hint to Germany, and especially to | moorings. From what is Ognﬂell of the movements of | north. Nearly all the inhabitants have left 1, Mi“"n&: whole of the “a is m&‘“ the | An an frigate has been lfn in the Black Sea. KL D, 0. Hw b
P { : t those who b 1 oed, | Migs Night with thirty-seven nurses for the State, County, and  Beals, o
. Prusein, that instead of driving them to an alliance will | ;l:,: :?'3::"?,,’":;0: .m.mmm:m";‘;l.“mth; :::?:mﬁ“':mns‘;: t‘“‘: .slain and nmh::: :;i ::01:0‘: aod within their lines :rn the ‘French oa . at ari, arrived at Constantinople on the Sth furnished. 8 g
rather make them rapidly complete their alresdy far ad- | gurejy ork “E“:‘“.d aplm!:pthm ¥ g pital was unfortunately burnt by our shells the wounded gn%:&mhm.d ::: du:":;?‘ - nmm'fm: £ ol " ma £13—opt! Wasameron, D,
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